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We have dedicated a NOH to the big BUDDHA to think of the emperor SHOMU, who proposed to build a big BUDDHA in Nara
in the 8th century. He decided to carry out such a great project for the sake of calming some confusion caused by plague or disasters
that had distressed people in those days. So, now we express our pleasure of life in peace by dedicating noh performance. The reason
why noh is chosen for a dedication is it is the most traditional performance in Japan.

Twice a year (2, May and 15, Oct.), Todaiji temple performs noh for dedication. 2,May is the day of festival for emperor SHOMU,
and 15, October is the day when the emperor made his desire public. It is 1279 years before when the big BUDDHA was planed to be

built. We hope we will have conveyed the emperor's wish for peace and happiness in the nation in the years ahead.
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